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Dionne V. Cowan, a native of Dallas, TX, is called to be a problem solver in a world of 
problem makers. Service is the rent we all pay for being. It is the very purpose of life, 
and not something you do in your spare time. This statement, as so eloquently coined by 
Marian Wright Edelman, depicts the very essence of true leadership. Dionne Cowan 
believes her life’s journey has afforded her the honor of servant leadership – to be a 
change agent for young people!  
 

While a student at Spelman College, Dionne completed 1,500 plus hours of community 
service in the Metropolitan Atlanta area as a Bonner Scholar working directly with 
children from diverse backgrounds and ages. She graduated cum laude from Spelman 
College in 1999 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Early Childhood Education and 
subsequently served as a public school teacher from August 1999 to May 2005 teaching 
one year in Plano, Texas and five years in Lithonia, Georgia. During her first year of 
teaching she was honored as Meadows’ Beginning Teacher of the Year.  
 

During her tenure as a teacher in DeKalb County School System, Dionne trained 
administrators and teachers throughout the county in the area of Numeracy Instruction. 
Moreover, she presented several staff development workshops, wrote elementary 
mathematics curriculum alignment guides, and was a featured presenter at the 44th 
Annual Georgia Mathematics Conference in October 2003. Dionne was also honored with 
being named Redan Middle School’s first Teacher of the Year in 2004.  
 

Dionne completed the Educational Leadership Masters Program at Georgia State 
University in May 2005. Next, she ventured into the private school sector in July 2005 
where she served as Assistant Principal at New Birth Christian Academy in Lithonia, 
Georgia for three years.  
 

Moreover, Dionne served as a member of the faculty at Ivy Preparatory Academy in 
Norcross, Georgia. She’s taught seventh grade Math Analysis and served as the Director 
of Program Development. In August 2011, she transitioned into leading the founding 
faculty of Ivy Preparatory Academy Young Men’s Leadership Academy at Kirkwood as 
Principal.  
 

In January of 2012, Dionne’s professional journey led her to the doors of Huntington 
Learning Center Alpharetta where she served as the Director of Education serving 
families in excellence for two and a half years. In pursuit of her passion of working with 
leaders, Dionne recently transitioned into the role of Associate Director of The Principals 
Center at Georgia State University in August of 2014. In this capacity, Dionne has the 
opportunity to enrich and equip practicing and aspiring school leaders across the State of 
Georgia.  
 

She is currently a doctoral student at GSU in the Department of Educational Policy 
Studies, and her research interests are the school to prison pipeline and crafting solutions 
in order to provide exceptional educational outcomes and career pathways for young men 
and boys of color. Her anticipated graduation date is May 2016! 


